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This leisurely way of taking life leaves the
villager healthily weary, but not overworn at the
end of the day. After his evening meal, he
saunters to the general gathering-place in the
centre of the village, where the poet has probably
seated himself already and begun a recitation in a
nasal sing-song voice that penetrates to the outer
circle of listeners,
If there is a moon, the villager watches the
young men dancing or testing their strength in
friendly wrestling. The women, sitting apart in
groups, look on and gossip, until sleep sends them
home to seek their mats and pillows* The moon
in India shines with a brighter light than in the
temperate zone; and, except when the monsoons
burst, it is seldom obscured by a cloud. It means
much more to the Indian village than to the
English village, where a cold climate keeps the
people indoors more than half the year* It is by
the light of the moon that the Indian seeks his
recreation,
A popular form of amusement is the play
performed by strolling musicians and players.
The company arrives after the harvest has been
gathered, and when the villagers are idle before
the sowing of the seed again* They build a tern-